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Sidebar January 2015                                     Help! 
 

On Sunday, February 1, 2015 we will begin the 15th year with me as your 

Senior Pastor.  (This year is also the 37th anniversary of my ordination.) I 

served you for nearly three years (1997 – 1999) as a consultant on spiritual 

formation and later as the Director of Christian Education.  I realized early in our relation-

ship that this congregation was a wonderful place to call “home” and that the ministry of 

spiritual and pastoral care was a congregation’s responsibility.  One person (the pastor) 

could not provide the care for this congregation.  The demands and needs are too great for 

one person.   
 

The Stephen Ministry is an excellent resource to help with this need; as are Hearts In        

Service, The Prayer Chain, Warriors’ Journey Home, and Yarning for Peace.  Our list of home 

bound members (36) continues to increase yearly as well as the hospitalizations.  Besides 

pre-op hospital visits there are the “normal” hospitalizations as well as those in re-

habilitation.  Recently we had three persons in the Cleveland Clinic for a period of six weeks 

and I have made hospital calls as far away as Columbus, Ohio.   The geographic  location  

area of hospitals and rehabilitation care facilities are as far east as Brimfield, west at Copley 

and Medina, and the Cleveland suburbs.  
 

Due to budget cuts in care facilities and hospitals they have ceased contacting the church 

office with information about one of our members or friends being in that respective         

facility.  Recently there were three long-standing church members in the hospital for        

extended stays and the church office was unaware.  So, in spite of our best efforts and best 

intentions we fail.   
 

As a covenant community we agree to “look out” for one another which means sharing     

important information, like hospitalizations.  Please do not assume the church knows or the 

hospital has contacted the church office.  If you know of someone in the hospital or in       

rehabilitation facilities please let us know.  If you are in the hospital ask a family member to 

call us. 
 

Our church does a wonderful job of calling and dropping cards of care and concern in the 

mail.  Several groups have that task as part of their ministry function.  Caring for one        

another is important.  Thank you. 
 

Dr. J 
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Hi Friends,

Next month, we have the wonderful holiday of Valentine’s Day. It is a special holiday, and 
not only for couples. It is a day when we can be reminded of love in our lives. C.S. Lewis 
wrote a book, “The Four Loves” which explores the nature of love from a Christian        
perspective.  He eventually breaks down the four Greek words for love: affection,      
friendship, eros, and charity.  In celebrating this holiday of love, I encourage you to see which types of love 
you have and continue to be blessed by.  The four types are described as:

Storge-Affection: Affection is fondness through familiarity, especially between family members or people 
who have otherwise found each other by chance. It is described as the most natural, emotive, and widely 
diffused of loves: natural in that it is present without coercion; emotive because it is the result of fondness 
due to familiarity; and most widely diffused, because it pays the least attention to those characteristics 
deemed “valuable” or worthy of love. 

Phila- Friendship: Philia is the love between friends. Friendship is the strong bond existing between     
people who share common interest or activity. This friendship is the true love between friends which does 
not require anything from the other person, but accepts and loves the other for who they are. They are 
freely chosen which means they are built of love.

Eros- Romance: Eros is love in the sense of ‘being in love’ or ‘loving’ someone. This is distinct from         
sexuality, which Lewis describes as Venus.  Eros longs for the emotional connection with another person.  

Agape-Charity-Unconditional Love: Charity is the love that brings forth caring regardless of                    
circumstance.  Lewis recognizes this as the greatest of all loves, and sees it as a Christian virtue. This love 
puts all other loves second to the love of God, who is full of charitable love: sacrificial love. This love is the 
love that God has for God’s people.

This Valentine’s day, think of the many types of loves you have in your life and how they have blessed you. 
Take a moment to reflect on past roommates, schoolmates, and coworkers for whom you had storge/
affection. They have blessed you.  Say a prayer of thanksgiving for the friends you have now and have had 
in the past, especially that particularly close friend who knows all your secrets and inmost thoughts. Their 
phila/friendship has blessed you.  Perhaps you have had the joy of having eros/romantic love. Whether 
that relationship is still continuing or has since ended, praise God for the joy felt when you emotionally 
connected with another person. There is a blessing in having loved and been loved.  But above all else, I 
pray you take time to enjoy and absorb the greatness of agape/unconditional love. God’s love for you is 
HUGE and does not end. You are loved. It’s as simple of that. You are the apple of God’s eye. Knowing that 
truth, hopefully you will, in turn, give out agape love to those around you.  Show charity/love to those in 
need, give with a grateful heart. Try to put your love in action and BE LOVE this Valentine’s Day.  For love 
is a verb, and we must not only say that we love others, but show it through our actions.  

Blessings,     Pastor Sarah
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Thank You!  In December our church supported several families in the area with food and gifts 
for Christmas through Good Neighbors. When the families registered through community sup-
port agencies were cared for several families contacted us directly with requests for help.  (As a 
staff we do our best to cross reference with   other churches and social services to insure the 

need is legitimate.)  On the third Sunday of Advent I made the request for help and your response was over-
whelming.  Your generosity made it possible for us to purchase gifts of food, clothing, toys and gift cards 
made available for four families.  We made a list of children’s sizes, toy requests, specific needs (usually 
boots, gloves, and winter coats) and whether the gifts were for a boy or girl.  We were able to purchase gro-
cery store gift cards so the families would have a good Christmas dinner.  “Thank you” for coming through 
again being a witness of the love of God received, blessed, broken and shared.   
Dr. J 
 
Thank you to all for your continued support of our Good Neighbors Unit.  In 2014 we helped 2,390             
individuals  with food and 1318 individuals with clothing.  We had 46 new families, and our volunteers     
donated 3,461 hours.  The numbers are down somewhat from 2013 at least partially because we limited the 
clients for the Thanksgiving and The Christmas list.  We wanted to be sure we had coverage for the clients 
who come to us on a regular basis, not just at the holidays.  We look forward to many more blessings in 
2015.  Sincerely, Candy Lorkowski, Chairman 
 
A special thank you to those in the Chancel Choir, the Bell Choir plus all other members who brought food 
for the Wood Funeral Dinner.  You each are a blessing.  We are indebted to Janet Davis, Betty Cottrill and 
each one who helped in the kitchen. What a great job.  JoAnn was smiling down on us.                                          
Dorothy Taylor, Secretary W.F. 
 
Dearest All,  
 Thank you so much for all of the prayers and cards for Tim!  He is doing so much better.  The Power of Pray-
er truly is amazing.  Thanks to the Yarning for Peace folks.  Our Prayer shawls are lovely.  So much love and 
support is crafted in each one.  We can feel it!  God Bless All of you,                                                                 
With Love,  Tim, Noreen & Brad Ashely 
 
A sincere thank you to everyone who donated to the Special Music Memorial fund this Christmas season.             
Because of you, we are able to have harp and flute for Christmas Eve, and a brass quintet for our Easter    
services.    Thank you for your generosity.  Nancy Lynn Robinson 
 
Dear Friends,  Thank you for the wonderful gifts that I received from you at Christmas time.  Your generosity 
and love add to the joy of celebrating Christ’s birth at this time.    Yours truly, Love, Steve Ristich     
 
Thank you to everyone who made my Christmas so much happier with the gifts you gave me.                            
Thank you so much!  Teresa Snyder 

I am thankful for the support of my church family.  Dr. John’s visit, the prayer shawl from the knitters, the 
phone calls and cards, and the concert by the Golden Tones.  You’re the best!  Love, Joyce King 
 
Jim and I would like to thank Dr. John for his visits, comfort , love and prayers.  And thank you to the Prayer 
Shawl women who spent hours making the lovely shawl.  Thanks to each and everyone of you for your 
many cards, prayers and kindnesses during this journey we are making.  You are the wind beneath our 
wings.  Love, Jim & Judy Salmond 
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YOUTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Middle School Fellowship  
Jan. 22  NO Fellowship 
Jan. 23  FRIDAY, Zip City 5:30- 9:30 PM (eat dinner before you come) 
  Release forms MUST be filled out online before we leave 

Jan. 29  Snowman day! Bring stuff to go outside.                                                                           
Feb. 5   Fellowship, 6-7:15                                                         
Feb. 12 Fellowship, 6-7:15                                         
Feb. 19 Fellowship, 6-7:15                                                      
Feb. 20 Middle School Lock In, 7 PM- 9 AM on Feb. 21                                             
Feb. 26 NO FELLOWSHIP 
 

Zip City for Middle School and High School Fellowship 
On January 23, students in grades 6-12 are invited to go to Zip City.  The cost is $15 and we will car pool 
from the church.  We will leave at 5:30 and return around 9:30 PM.  We will need drivers too, so contact 
Wendy or Pastor Sarah if you can help drive.  Permission to participate is a MANDATORY form from Zip City.  
It can be found on their website, https://zipcityusa.pfestore.com/waiver/WaiverInfo.aspx . 
 
 

Middle School Lock-In 
On February 20, we will host our annual Tubing Lock-In for Middle School Fellow-
ship.  Come at 7 PM and we will leave by 7:30 to go to Brandywine to enjoy the tubing 
slopes for the evening.  After tubing we will come back to the church for pizza and 
games.  The cost is $20 for the evening.  Tubing is a lot of fun so grab some friends, 
sign them up for the event and we will see you there!  Permission forms are on the 
youth bulletin board.  

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

SUB SALES!- If you are planning on going on the Mission Trip, you need to  participate in 

the fund raising.  There will be tables in the Atrium that we need students to man on       

Sunday, January 25th, and we need volunteers to make subs on Sunday,  February 1st 

from 8AM-11AM. Please see Pastor Sarah to sign up. 

FAT (tues) ASH WEDNESDAY PROGRAM– On , Sunday February 15th, from     

5:30-7:00PM, we will be celebrating both Fat Tuesday and Ash Wednesday with a  

pancake  supper, games, and a short prayer service.  Please let Pastor Sarah know if 

you are coming. 

LOCK –IN with TUBING– Friday/Saturday February 27-28 
8 pm– 9 am.     Cost is $20. 
 Please fill out the release form found on the Youth bulletin 
board. 

https://zipcityusa.pfestore.com/waiver/WaiverInfo.aspx
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CONFIRMATION & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

Jan 25– (9-11:30AM)    Need volunteers to sell sub tickets  

Feb 1– (8-11:30AM)      SUB SALE– need students to make and sell subs this day 

Feb 4   (7 PM)  Boston Tour meeting for Confirmation II students and parents. 

Feb 8– (11:15-12:45)    Lunch Bunch 

Feb 15- (9-10AM)    Confirmation I and II Prayer Stations in Fellowship Hall 
   (5:30-7:00PM) High School Fellowship FAT (Tues) ASH WEDNESDAY Dinner, games and  worship 
Feb 27–28 (8PM– 9AM) Lock-In with tubing- $20 Please fill out release form found on Youth bulletin board 

March 1–  Scholarships are Available! Pick up yours this day! 

March 13-14 -30 Hour Famine Lock-In  

April 24-27  - Confirmation II Boston Mission Tour- $200 

CONFIRMATION II: BOSTON MISSION TOUR  

INFORMATIONAL MEETING FOR  

PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

Wednesday, February 4th     7:00PM 

CONFIRMATION I & II 

PRAYER STATIONS– On Sunday, February 15th,  both confirmation classes will be               

participating in a Lenten Preparation class during the normal class period that will  provide 

creative prayer stations. These stations will be in the Fellowship Hall.  This class is a require-

ment for Confirmation and if you cannot  attend, please see a teacher for ways to make up for missing this 

class. It should be a fun, interesting and new way of praying and worshiping God. 

YOUTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

4th & 5th Grade Families: 

I have many exciting plans to help us remember and emulate the good works of Jesus in the next few months.  We have 
been collecting can tabs for the Ronald McDonald house and sundries for Safe Landing Boys Home. 

I have planned a field trip for Sunday, Feb 8th, to the Ronald McDonald House.  We will personally deliver the pop tabs at 
11:30 a.m.   We will leave the church at 11:15 am and I will probably need one more driver.  You will need to fill out a per-
mission slip for your child.  We will stop for lunch afterwards and then return to the church or order pizza to eat when we 
get back.  I will let you know what time we will return prior to the activity. 

The sundries will be delivered to Safe Landing during Easter along with Easter dinner.  For privacy reasons and safety the     
children will not be able to make this delivery with me. 

Lastly, I will be including the congregation to help the children collect loose change to save and purchase the gift of an      
animal, soccer ball, fruit tree, medicine or clothing for needy families through the World Vision organization.  World Vision 
provides help to people in the United States as well as other countries.  There will be a jar in the atrium as well for this      
project. 

As always please contact me if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions.  Thanks for supporting all our class                                
endeavors! 

Blessings,    Dianne Drummond      330-633-1262                                                             330-701-8231 cell 
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Faith and Family:  

Our January activity will be swimming at Kent State.  We will go on January 24 from 4-6 PM.  
The cost is $25 per family which will pay for dinner and pool time.  Bring towel, swim suit and 
invite another family.  PLEASE sign up on the welcome center so we have enough food. 

The February activity will be Parent’s Night Out, Feb. 21.  We are working on some details 
with babysitting and the activity, but mark your calendars now. 

In March, we will meet on Mar. 14 for movie night and homemade pizza here at the church.  
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 5 PM and make pizzas.  Bring comfy pillows or chairs to 
lounge on. 

On April 12 we will have family bowling after church.   

 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 

 

 

Treehouse Preschool Registration 

For 40 years, Treehouse Preschool has offered an age appropriate program for crea-
tive, emotional, social, cognitive and physical development for preschool children.  Our            
registration is on February 5 at two different times.  For church members and siblings 
of Treehouse graduates, you may register from 9:30-2:30.  If you are new to the pro-
gram, open house and registration will be from 6-7 PM (doors open at 5 PM). 

 
 

WANTED:  DVD’s 

We are very fortunate to have a movie theater in the lower level of education wing.  We are in need 
of DVDs as our VCR movies are becoming too old. The quality is very poor so we are looking to   
upgrade and give you an opportunity to donate some of your unused movies.  We use  G and PG 
rated movies (Disney is most often used) and occasionally a PG-13 rated movie for our youth 
groups.  So please go raid your movies and donate those that you don't use often.  

 “Get a New Phone for Christmas?         Recycle the Old One!”  

Don’t forget to recycle your old cell phones, IPods and PDA’s.  The box is in the                                 

Atrium Coatroom. 

Project:  Recycling Aluminum Cans  

Trustee Mark Clark has begun an easy fundraiser to raise money to replace the thirty-year 
old, leaking flat roof.  Everyone in the church can participate in this fundraiser.  He has 
spoken to Sunday school and confirmation classes’ youth, asking them to bring aluminum 
cans to their classrooms; he will pick up the cans and take them to be recycled.  Adults 
may put aluminum items in the red collection cans by the garage.  Aluminum is found in 

soda and adult beverage cans, pie plates, clean foil and even gutters – anything that is aluminum.  This will 
be a long-term fundraiser; every can and every dollar helps!  Thank you so much.     Trustees 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, Feb. 9 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon Room.  Please 

consider joining our group or supporting our ministry with a gift card to JoAnn Fabrics or Michael's 
so yarn or fleece material can be purchased for prayer shawls and Baptism blankets.  

            Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group       

                      Tuesday, January 27th, at 11:00 A.M. 

 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide  emotional, educational 
and social support for caregivers through regularly scheduled meetings.  They help participants develop 
methods and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  caregivers to maintain their own personal, 
physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care for the person with dementia.”             

CONGREGATORS  will meet Tuesday,  February 3,  at Lembos Restaurant located on Canton  Road at 
12:00  Noon.     Janet Davis 330-633-2296 

Adult Boston Trip   Informational Meeting on Sunday February 8th 

We are planning a Boston Trip for adults on October 23-26, 2015.  This will be set up 
just like the Confirmation trip to learn and explore our churches heritage in the      
Boston area.  We will be doing a lot of walking to see the sights listed below in  only 2 
days.   

Walker Center (sleeping quarters)               Old North Church 

Boston Commons     Holocaust Memorial 

Freedom Trail     Quincy Market 

Statehouses      Harvard (founded by Congregationalist) 

Cemeteries      Old South Church worship 

Faneuil Hall      Plimouth Plantation 

Congregational Library    Mayflower II exploration 

Old South Meeting House    Plymouth Rock 

 

If you are interested in hearing more about the Adult Boston Trip, we will have an informational 
meeting on February 8th at 11:00 in the David Bacon Room.     

The cost of the trip will depend on transportation, which we will discuss at the informational meeting.   
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News from Family Promise 

We will be hosting with Northwest Church the week of February 8th.  

Thursday - January 22,  at 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Volunteer Training/Orientation Session                               

Please call Family Promise at 330-253-8081 when you are interested in attending this training. It will be 
held at 111 Voris St, Akron, OH. 

Friday - January 23,  Empty Bowl Fundraiser - at Woodridge High School 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.                             
Cost of the event is $25.00 and will include soup, salad, bread, dessert and a bowl.  Dinner only cost  is 
$10.00.  The Art Club and FCCLA students of Woodridge High School are sponsoring this event in partner-
ship with Family Promise.  The ceramic students are working to create more than 100 bowls and will 
demonstrate the process during the event.  All proceeds will benefit Family Promise of Summit            
County.  To RSVP or for ticket sale information, visit our websites at WHS.WOODRIDGE.k12.OH.US. Or                                                              
WWW.FAMILY PROMISE.ORG.,  or call 330-253-8081. 

Thank you for reading this. 

Betty Cottrill  330-923-8517 

  

Update on Columbarium Project  
 

Recently we received the go ahead from the Board of Trustees to proceed with plans for the Columbarium 
and Memorial Garden Project as they approved the new location.  Due to several serious concerns about 
putting the Columbarium/Memorial Garden in the courtyard, this committee explored the church’s grounds 
for another      suitable place.  Some of the concerns about putting it in the courtyard were: 
 noise coming from both directions – interment services noise into the nursery school, and playful chil-

dren noise filtering out where people may be meditating or honoring their deceased 
 being in the way of the fire egress for the nursery school 
 location would be a long walk from either parking area and a walkway would need to be put down to            

accommodate wheelchairs when the church was closed 
So because of the above, and as a result of our property survey, we have chosen an area directly west of Dr. 
John’s parking space.  There is a lovely rendition of the proposed design on display in the Atrium.  Please 
look at it, and let anyone on the committee know what you think.  We are working with Akron Monument to 
choose materials, and will be meeting soon with the surrounding neighbors to share with them our plan and 
hear any concerns.   
 

Ginny Collins, Chair, Larry Clarke, Larry Bagnoli, Gary Myers, Suzanne Kiewit, and Sara Ickes 

All God’s Children – February 3 , 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual 
(GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st Tuesday. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.FAMILY
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP WANTS YOU!!! 

Women’s Fellowship is one area of ministry living out our value of caring for one another and serving Christ through 
serving the church.  Every woman who joins the church is a member of Women’s Fellowship and so you will see your 
name listed during a designated month of the year.   
 

One area of service is in the kitchen and providing meals for the monthly AARP luncheon, the Men’s Bible Study annual 
dinner, the Summit County Study Group dinner, and annual Bowling Banquet.  Aside from these groups our ladies 
serve meals for memorial dinners as needed, receptions following church functions, and the Christmas concert.   
 

The meals for groups outside our church generate income that is used to upgrade our church and provide necessary 
maintenance in the kitchen and purchase appliances when needed.  These funds go directly back to the church!  
Through this ministry we have remodeled the women’s restroom, provided window coverings, signage in the building, 
carpeting, to name a few.   
 

This is where you are needed.  Women’s Fellowship needs monthly co-chairs to help organize, prepare and serve the 
meals and receptions.  If you are able to volunteer a little of your time on any given month it would help ease the bur-
den.  Please call the church at 330.633.4931 or contact one of our Women’s Fellowship Board members.  Serving Jesus 
Christ through Women’s Fellowship is a wonderful experience!      Women’s Fellowship Board Members: 

 

Janet Davis 
Betty Cottrill 

Marlene Kares 
Dorothy Taylor 

Kendal Taylor 
Donna Marlow 

Karen Sauerbrey 
Jo Hostutler 

Ladies:  Have Cabin Fever?  Want to get out and have fun?   

Please join us: 

February 2, 2015   for WNI’s game night. 

We have UNO, Phase 10, LRC and UNO 99 to name a few– sign up for one of these 

games or bring your own. 

 

Sign up sheet on the Welcome Center in the Atrium. 

Please bring a personal care items such as shampoo, bar soap, lip balm,  toothpaste, etc. for the Haven of 

Rest.     Questions– call Jackie Mohr @330-633-1827 or Carol Penn @ 330-673-2435 

Women’s Fellowship—February Event! 

Enjoying Valentines 

 with Jane Huffman 

Thursday, February 5th at 10:30  a.m. 

                                              A luncheon will follow the presentation. 

                                                    Sign up on the Welcome Center  
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Senior Pastor’s Lent Bible Study 2015 Begins February 24 & 25 

Lord grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the 
things that I can; and the wisdom to know the difference. 

Lent Begins on February 18th Ash Wednesday 2015 
 

Remember that you are dust and to dust you will 
return.” 

The Art of Dying 
Presentations & Discussions on the End of Life 

 

CLASSES AND SEMINARS 

http://fcctallmadge.org
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New Members Class 
We become brothers and sisters through Jesus Christ and we enter in to the Body of Christ, the Church, 
through baptism.  At First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC we recognize one baptism and that we 
are one Christian family.  We enjoy the company of visitors and guests each week through worship and            
participation in the several ministries of our church.  Some have been inquiring, How do I become a member?
On Sunday February 8, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. we will hold a New Member Orientation outlining our                   
congregation s history and ministries.  New members will be received on Sunday, February 15, 2015 at the 
10:00 a.m. service of worship.  Please indicate your interest by calling the office at 330.633.4931 or checking 
the appropriate box on the information Pad of  Friendliness (located in each pew) on Sunday morning.  Should 
you have any questions please contact Dr. Schluep or  Rev. Courtney.  Thank you.

"Exploring Our Faith Through Song and Poetry” 

Song and Poetry Class:  Join us as we prepare our hearts for Easter through the songs and poetry of 
Lent and Easter.  We will meet Sundays, February 15 - March 29, in the Library from 9am to 10am.  This 
is an open class - please attend any Sunday even if you cannot attend all of them!  All are welcome!  This 
class is facilitated by Norma Bryant  

Super Bowl Sub Sale 
 

Enjoy the famous Sub Sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday on February 1, 2015.  Order the Classic Sub with 
meat, cheese and lettuce or the Veggie Sub with cheese and veggies. 
Cost:  $6.00 per Sub 
 

Name_________________________________ 
 
Phone No._____________________________ 
 
# of Classic Subs_______________ 
 
# of Veggie Subs________________ 

 
# of donated Classic Subs ________________  
(Donated subs will be shared as a gift with neighbors such as the Tallmadge Fire Station, Freedom House 
group home for veterans in Kent, Faithful Servants Care Center  volunteers, and the Tallmadge Police        
Department. 
 
Please CUT OUT THIS FORM, fill it out, and return to the youth at the table in the Atrium on Sunday              
morning January 25th. 
 

Please support our local market, Cornerstone Market (located in Munroe Falls)  to thank them for their help 
with this project. 

CLASSES AND SEMINARS 
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Stephen Ministry Update 

Matthew 7:21-25(TMSG) “Knowing the correct password—saying ‘Master, Master,’ for 
instance—isn’t going to get you anywhere with me. What is required is serious             
obedience—doing what my Father wills.  I can see it now—at the Final Judgment      
thousands strutting up to me and saying, ‘Master, we preached the Message, we bashed 
the demons, our God-sponsored projects had everyone talking.’  And do you know what I 
am going to say? ‘You missed the boat. All you did was use me to make yourselves    

important. You don’t impress me one bit. You’re out of here.’ “These words I speak to you are not   
incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are      
foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart 
carpenter who built his house on solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but 
nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock.” 

Our Lord Jesus is the Rock on which we want to build our lives. We trust Him to care for us completely.  We 
yearn to place all our trust in Him and entrust our future into His strong care.  Many times we do trust Him, by 
His grace. At other times we forget and build our house on sand.  We trust Him to gently care for us when the 
wind blows and the rains crash down.  

Do you need someone to walk with you during a time of crisis?  Please call Sharon Letzler @ (330) 699-9794 
or Dr. John or Pastor Sarah @ (330) 633-4931. 

  BOOKMARKS      

  

Dear Church Friends, 

I hope all of you had a lovely holiday season with family and friends.  Do you realize in less 
than a month we will celebrate Ash Wednesday? 

We recently had a book given to our library titled “And Thou Shall Honor” by Beth Witrogen Mcleod.  At some 
point in everyone’s life, they will be involved on caregiving.  There is a quote in the book that reads:  There are 

only 4 kinds of people in the world.  Those who have been caregivers, those who are now caregivers, those who will 

be caregivers, and those who will need caregivers. 

This book covers all of these situations.  Very informative and interesting stories of people and how they are 
handling past, present, and future caregiving.  The book suggests so many ways to help you in caring for some-
one young or old.  Questions you need to ask…ways to look at different nursing facilities and care centers, hos-
pice, and alternative care for loved one.  This book in no way suggests caregiving can be made easy BUT, with 
knowledge, support, knowing the questions to ask, agencies that can help, ways to help you cope, it can lessen 
the burden.   

At the moment, I have no loved one that needs constant care (well…except for Bill), but I have found this book 
very interesting and some wonderful suggestions.  Ideas and help to make your job and out look better, for 
you, your family, and your loved one.  This is a book for young and old…life can change in a minute. 

Wishing all of you the best in the New Year, 

Jo Hostutler 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and    
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Tim Ashley 
Larry Bagnoli 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Jack Burgess 
Jerry Bryant 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Dick & Jean DeWitt 
Rev. John Forest (son in law of Michael & Crickett 
West) 
Herb & Jean Freyman 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi Gron 
Ray Jurkowski 
Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
John King 
Dolores Koneval 
Chuck Lally 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
John Moats 
 

 
Cecil Nelson 
Linda Nickoson 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Dick Parsons 
Bill Peverall 
Gary Rambler  
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Rick Shumacher 
Michael Sullivan  
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Rita Wray 
Olive Yohey 
Pat Zimmerman 
John Zreny (son in law of John & Wanda Strott) 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l 
Guard] 
Alzheimer’s Care Giver Support Group 
 

Condolences: 

Sincere sympathy to Sylvia and Gary Taylor and family on the loss of Sylvia’s Father, Douglas C. Inglis.  Doug-

las passed away on January 3rd in Owen Sound, Ontario. 

Deepest Sympathy to George and Roberta Nehrenz and family on the loss of their daughter in-law, Kathy    
Nehrenz.  Kathy passed away on December 17, 2014.   A memorial service was held on December 27, 2014 at 
Maranatha Bible Church  in Akron.       
 
 Deepest sympathy to Connie Mason and to other family and friends of Corinne Gorby.  Corinne passed away 

on January 6, 2015.  A memorial service was held on January 9, 2015.  The Rev. Sarah Courtney officiated. 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

January 25  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

February 1  Dr. John Schluep 

February 8  Dr. John Schluep 

February 15  Dr. John Schluep 

January 25 Jon & Mindy Hill, Don & Judy Woerz 

February 1  Patsy & George Lowe, Alleen Hilbish, Brenda Bagonoli 

February 8   Carol & Gary Myers, Carol Bell, Marilyn Wade 

February 15  Jim & Jana Caplinger, Jim & Vivian McNenny 

     Altar Flowers 

January 25 

February 1 

February 8 

February 15 

 

January 25  Roger & Sue Lyons, Larry & Bea Clarke 

February 1  Dave & Joni Peters, Vic & Bev Green 

February 8  Ken Brown, Scouts 

February 15  Kris & Chuck Lally, Bill & Ann Emmitt 

USHERS 

December 21 

8:30 Worship      38 

10:00 Worship  296 

 

December 24 

5 pm service    266 

10 pm service  270 

 

December 28 

10 am      128 

 

January 4 

8:30 Worship        29 

10 am Worship   176 

 

January 11 

8:30 Worship        27 

10 am Worship   212 

 

January 18 

8:30 Worship         34 

10 am Worship     230 

Acolytes 

January 25    Nick Hargrove, Jack-Henry Blasdel 

February 1   Charlotte Scherer, Hannah Carlton 

February 8    Marissa Bowers, Maddie Parry 

February 15  Jake Kanatzar, Laney Lucas 

General Operating Fund Note:  During December, 2014, receipts of $46,987 were $3,792 above the monthly   
budget.  Actual expenses for December were $44,037 leaving a surplus for the month of $2,860 and a year-to-date 
surplus of $353.  Faith offerings continue to fall below the level needed to support our many vital ministries, and 
we would have had a $9,000 deficit for the year had we not received a special grant in December.  We also remain 
mindful that our expenses will continue to increase as we enter the fall and winter seasons.  Signing up for        
electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular purchases 
of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP         
Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.   

Please sign up in 

preschool hallway 
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January/February 

 

 Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 26 

7 pm Heritage 

 

27 

7am Bagnoli  Bible 

Study 
 

 

11 am  Alzheimer's 
support group 
 

28 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
7 pm Poetry class 

29 

 

6:00  Middle school 
Fellowship 
7:00  Chancel choir 
 

30 

 

  

31 

 

 2    

 

6:30  
WNI Game Night 
 
7 pm Heritage 
 

3 

Noon                       
Congregators- 
2:00—Sr. Advisory 
 
7:00 p.m. All God’s 
Children– Heritage 
 

4       9  Quilters 

6:30 Chancel ringers 
6:30 Stephen Minis-
ters 
7 Confirmation II 
Boston Tour 
meeting (Parents & 
Students) 
7:  Poetry Class 

5 

10:30 WF 
Enjoying Valentines/  
Luncheon 
Treehouse Preschool 
Registration           
6:00 Middle school 
Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

6 

 

7 

 

 9 
 
 
 

 7 p.m. Heritage 
 
 
7 Yarning for 
Peace 

10 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Board 
Meetings 
8:15 Executive 

11     9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
 
 

 

12 

5: Scholarship mtg. 

6:00 Middle school 
Fellowship 
 
7:00 Chancel choir 
 
 

13 

Herald Deadline 

 

 

14 

 16 

 

6:30 pm Stephen 

Ministry 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

7 WNI Board Mtg 

 

. 

17 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
 
6:00  Card Making 

18 ASH WEDS 
 

  9 am Quilters 
 

12 Noon Ash Weds. 
Service 
 

 
 

7:00 pm Ash Weds. 
Service 
 
Herald 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Youth Fellow-
ship 
 
7:00 Chancel choir 
 

 

20 

Tubing Lock- in 
for Middle School 
Fellowship  7 pm 

21 

 

Faith & 
Family– 
Parent’s 
Night out 

 23 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

24 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

10:15 am Sr. Pastor  
Lenten Bible Study 
 
 
 

25 
9 am Quilters 
 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
7 pm Sr. Pastor  
Lenten Bible Study 

26 

9:30 WF Board 

Meeting 

 
7:00 Chancel choir 

27      12 AARP 

1:30 Stephen  
Ministry Training 
 

8 PM 
Tubing Lock- in 
for Sr. Highs 

28 

25 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 

 

 

 
 

 1 communion 
8:10  Prayer
 Chain 
8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

Senior High Sub 

Sale 

6 pm  WHJM 
 

8 Scout Sunday 

8:30 am Worship 

9 am New       

Members Class 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Adult Boston 

Trip meeting 

11:15 Sr. High  
 

15 

8:30 Worship 

9:00 Prayer        
Stations– Confirm 
1 & II 
9:00 Song/Poetry 
Class 
10 am Worship– 

New Members join 

5:30 pm   Sr. Highs 

FAT Tues/Ash 

Weds Dinner 

6 pm WJHM 

22 

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 Song/Poetry 
Class 
10:00 Worship 

 

11:15 SPCM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: January 21, 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 


